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hs L CONCERNING GOD ceased to be a Center of Union. It is 
eee AND RELIGION. hte time to discard sectarianism and to re- 


ON bli a: by his te turn to fundamental principles so as 
‘ MAS ee tere ae ribs unite people who will otherwise re- 


to. obey the moral Law; and if he, 
| rightly understands the Art, he will 
. never be a stupid ATHEIST, nor an | 


| May Ge Masoury ‘ever remain free 
ir religious LIBERTINE. But though from disintegrating elements of re- 


in ancient times “MASONS were | ligious dogmatism and sectarianism 
charged in every Country to be of the as well as from the intolerance that 
Religion of that Country or Nation, 
whatever it was, yet it is thought 


aete at a perpetual distance. 


would condemn any member for 
| practicing, in the profane world, a 
— more expedient. only to oblige then: to ‘religion aD hin ch sida Tk wall then he 
that: Religion in which all Men agree, able to retain its International char- 
leaving their particular, opinions to acter and to become a powerful in- 
themselves; ‘that is, to be good Men strument in ~ disseminating and 
and true, or Men of Honour and practicing the ideals of Universal 
Honesty, by whatever Denominations Pipabarhoad: rae 
or Persuasions they may be aie ings = | 
tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes | Wherever creeds and dogmas are 
the Center of Union, and the mesns_ ‘adopted, and members are obliged to 
of conciliating true Friendship among | subscribe to them as the price of mem- 
Persons that must have remained at a | bership, individual Reason und 
perpetual distance. —From Anderson's Sepsis are dethroned and Free- 
“onstitution of 1728. ‘dom of Will is lost. ‘Let us pray that 
: a such state of affairs may never pre- 


To the extent that Manas, in | vail in the Co-Masonie Order. Every — 


various countries, have departed from member must always feel free in his 
the above. declaration, Masonry has search pat more Light. 


~~ 








Trt AMERICAN CO-MASON 





Entered as second class matter March 22, 1920, at the Post Office at Larkspur, 
Colorado, under the act of August 24, 1912, 


Vol. 19, No. 3 LARKSPUR, COLO. 


MASONIC STUDIES 





March, 1932 








Address all Copy, Questions, and Correspondence 
for thisDepartment to 
ISABEL B. HOLBROOK, 65 Vernon St., Rockland, Mass. 





CONCERNING A BOOK an interpretation of death and the 
doctrine of periodic rebirth, or cycle 
u a of transmigration, as expounded b 
The Phoenix the learned Tibetan lamas “who ys 
The contents of this recent book by | the custodians of the secret traditions 
Manly Hall is replete with interest-|in Buddhism.” 
ing, informative, and educational| For the psychologist, there are 
material. It carries the sub-title:| valuable treatises on meditation, 
“An Illustrative Review of Occult-| and  retrospection. In these are 
ism and Philosophy”; has 127 pages | presented (1) a simple and workable 
in 18 articles, with 21 full page (11|exposition of them as _ disciplinary 
16 inches) illustrations, reviewing, as | practices; (2) corrections of some 
is stated, 7000 years of occultism. | prevalent popular errors’ which 
For the phenomenist, there are|detract from the value of _ these 
descriptions telling of yogis who live | exercises; and (3) the genuine Pytha- 
without breathing, of brahmans who) gorean point of view of them, and, as 
walk through the air, of a tree that} well, that of the Eastern Schools. 
grows alphabets on its leaves, of boys To the Masonic student: First, a 
who climb up ropes and disappear, of | chapter on “Albert Pike, the Plato of 
a sage who faded into thin air, of | Freemasonry”; of his metaphysical 
holy men sitting on beds of spikes,| philosophy, and of the genius and 
and much more on the sorcery and| Masonic work of this modern Builder, 
magic of the Orient. “which lifted the Scottish Rite of 
For the philosopher, there is a|Freemasonry from a log cabin to a 
study of the mystery of the descent! palace;” Second, a chapter on_ the 
of the spiritual man in the body, Comte de St. Germain, illustrated by 
which is a magnificent interpretation |a full page reproduction of the only 
of the Phenomena of birth as _ ex-|authentic portrait of him; the crest 
pounded by initiated priests of ancient | of the Ragoczy family (on which the 
Eygpt and Chaldea: there is as grand symbolic phoenix thrice appears); 
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and facsimiles of two leaves of the 
only known manuscript extant at- 
tributed to him. Third: a chapter on 
the Great Pyramid “which sets forth 
hitherto unsuspected secrets of 
Pyramid symbolism, illustrated with 
cuts made from specially prepared 
drawings of the rituals and ceremon- 
ies” performed of old in the Great 
Pyramid as the gateway to the 
invisible. “The Symbclic Crucifixion” 
in the King’s Chamber; “The Lord of 
the Secret House’, with the great 
scarabeus-headed God of Eternity 
back of the Master’s seat in the 
East, with postulates in full regalia 
performing the ritual; “The Vigil in 
the King’s Chamber” showing the 
release of the soul—all these are 
remarkable Masonic tracing-boards, 
and should be studied, and contem- 
plated upon often by all Masons. 

For the theosophical occultist, there 
is a chapter on “H.P. Blavatsky, the 
Russian Sphinx” with new matter. 

For the last minute news for the 
up-to-date man, there is a chapter on 
Gandhi, as “the Tenth Avatar.” 

Personally, in our own reading of 
the book, we ran across what to us is 
a rare nugget of pure Masonic gold, 
whose locality was utterly unknown 
to us before. This has intrigued our 
interest greatly and we shall try to 
write an article on the same, some- 
time in the future. You will find 
what we are referring to, on page 22, 
in the story of that sage who gazed 
nine years at a blank wall. 

The name—Phoenix-—chosen by Mr. 
Hall as title for his book is also a 
good subject for study, for it is one 
which “conceals”, yet “reveals” the 
most sublime Masonic mystery. 


CHISEL CHIPPINGS 
From 
“The Phoenix” 


On the Mysteries. 

“The Mysteries of antiquity have 
seemingly perished. The faith, how- 
ever, of the Golden Age—-the first 
religion of man—can never wholly 
die. In all its pristine purity it is 
preserved even to this day and may 
be recovered by everyone who. will 
devote his life to this supreme and 
holy task. It is not decreed that 
man should be so easily deprived of 
that which is his own; for even in 
this generation, which is a stranger 
to the gods, he who follows in the 
footsteps of the neophyte of old may 
still receive the priceless heritage of 
Truth and Light. Amid the bustle 
and confusion of our great economic 
era there are still “Master Builders” 
like Paul and initiated philosophers 
like Plato, and these, in common with 
the priests of ‘an older world, still 
serve and protect the sacred fires of 
aspiration burning upon the high 
altars of humanity. Unrecognized 
and unappreciated in a_ generation 
motivated by personal interest, both 
these doctrines and their priestiy 
keepers have preserved an inviolable 
secrecy. The divine traditions still 
survive and the wise of one genera- 
tion still pass on to the wise of the 
next that body of mystic truths which 
is the leaven of civilization and for 
lack of which mankind must inevita- 
bly perish.”—page 5. 


On the Masters. 

“Invoke by your contemplation the 
shadows of the Master Builders who 
have gone before. In your dream 
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ing triumphantly down the royal|the Caaba after he had overthrown 


arches of time. There is the dark-|the 360 idols and reconstructed Mecca 
skinned Orpheus, his face illumined|to the living God. 
with a radiant ecstasy as he draws| “Far at the unknown beginning is 
from the seven-stringed tyre, symbolic |the half distinguishable specter of 
of the harmony of his own being, the| Zarathustra, lying with the spear 
measureless harmonies of the spheres.| wound in his back; and Moses, the 
Besides him is the Egyptian Hermes. | strong man of Israel, alone in death 
the Thrice-Greatest, the beloved son|upon the dreary hills of Moab. 
of wisdom, bearing in one hand the “The line is endless—these Masters 
caduceus whose warring serpents|of other days. They were men above 
have ceased to struggle and holding | creed and clan, nobler than those 
aloft in the other hand the glistening | distinctions with which we separate 
and gleaming Emerald Table bearing | the common aspirations of humanity. 
the revelation of the immutabie law.! They served not idols but ideals. 
“In this vision out of the past be-! Theologies grew up about them, yet 
hold dimly the Blue Krishna, the| each was greater than the order which 
beloved child of the flute and conch|he founded. From the same _ place 
shell, who on the battlefield of Kuruk-|they all came forth. The spirit of 
shetra leaned from his heavenly} their doctrines was identical and each 
chariot and delivered to Arjuna,| finally mingled his own smaller self 
prince of men, the Bhagavad-Gita,| with the common accomplishment. 
the Song of the Ever-Living Lord.| Among the great teachers of human- 
Behind Krishna and leaning on an|ity there was neither superiority nor 
iron-bound staff, stands the sublime | inferiority. There was simply 
Buddha, with yellow robe and shaven | difference—not difference of purpose 
head, lord of humility and the per-|but difference of method; not 
fect way, Asia “Light” and the giver | divergence of end but of way. Hand 
of the good law. in hand they marched down the ages. 
“Behind Gautama stalks grave| Each revered the other, for all true 
Pythagoras, his head bent over and | greatness loves ereatness 
his long beard upon his breast. There | and only littleness hates. 
also is the Syrian Master, Jesus, His|That same overshadowing conscious- 
brow serene with the calm of self-| ness that had made them truly great 
mastery but His face saddened by the| had revealed to them not only the 
sins committed in His name. After! brotherhood of all life but, more 
him come a host of others—Confucius, |than this, the identity of all life.’”—- 
the sage of China, walks side by side | pages 9-10. 
with Lao-tze, the mystic of Tao and | 
the Perfect Way. Great thundering | On Death. 
Odin follows, holding high Gungnir,| “We are apt to overestimate the 
the spear cut from the branches of | importance of death as an _ incident 
the Tree of Life. And high is flung|in life. Death is regarded as a 
the black banner of Mohammed,| change of condition when, in reality, 


behold the marching conquerors pass-{ planted by him in the courtyard of 
| 
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it is only a change in place. Such/mind, through the contemplation of 


change can produce no appreciable 


difference in either the moral or 
ethical status. As in life, so in death 
a man is no better and no worse 
where he is, but rather for what he 
is. A person passing from one room 
to another does not change his 
temperament at the doorway, nor 
does he cast off his attitudes with 
his garments. Life and death were 
terms employed by the ancients to 
symbolize planes of human conscious- 
ness. By “death” should be inferred 
that condition of ignorance which 
results from the encroachments of 
the material impulses upon the 
province of the rational nature. By 
“life” should be inferred that stimula- 
tion of the energies of the soul by 
which man is emancipated from 
bondage to the illusions of material- 
ity. 

“To paraphrase the Platonic argu- 
ments of Plotius, when the soul is 
merged with the body, so great a 


part of its sleeps or is obscured that 


the stimulation of the sense percep- 
tions is its only employment. Resur- 
rection, therefore, is not the elevation 
of the dull mass of the body but 
rather the elevation of the reason 
above the mass. Any phenomenal 
change from life to death, if un- 
accompanied by spiritual enlighten- 
ment, is only a transmigration from 
sleep, from dream to dream, like a 
man passing in the dark from bed to 
bed. All real change must take place 
in the soul, by which, in turn, the 
body is tinctured. The vicissitudes 
of the body, such as its comings and 
its goines, while they have no direct 
influence upon the quality of the soul, 
may by indirection affect it as the 


phenomena, is led to an analysis of 


realities..... When Cicero declared 
that the Mysteries taught men how 
to die, he intimated that the initiates 
were prepared to interpret correctly 
the phenomenon of death. Death is 
not only an experience but also an 
opportunity.”—pages 23-24. 


On Birth. 

“Mystically, there are two births 
In physical birth, man is born from 
Eternity into Time, and through the 
span of his earthly struggle battles 
desperately against inevitable  con- 
quest by Time. In the Mysteries 
there is the philosophic death and the 
second birth out of Time back again 
into Eternity, and the new initiate 
no longer struggles against the cor. 
roding influences of Time but dwells 
in the perfect realization that past 
and future are gone and that in the 
Mysteries there is but one time—and 
that of infinite duration—eternally 
posited in the ever-present NOW.” 
—page 126. 


On Immortality. 

“Immortality is not the perpetua- 
tion of the body. It is an _ innate 
realization of the perpetuity of 
spirit. Once man gains conscious- 
ness of Self, he can never lose it; 
once he has learned to live he cannot 
die, though his form may change. 
Life is the realization of life, and 
death is the lack of realization.” 


On Truth. 

“But what is truth? Whence 
comes the power which, when it is 
established in the soul of man, 
answers all things, solves all things, 





reveals all things, and supplies all 
things? What is that indescribable 
elixir which, when poured into the 


human soul, makes of the weakling a. 


hero, of the poor man one of in- 
describable wealth, of the ignorant zu 
divinely illuminated sage, and of a 
mana god? We hear much of truth. 
It is a word on every man's tongue 
but in few men’s hearts. Can it be 
revealed from one to another?... 

“The symbol of that great power 
is the ‘crux ansata’—the cross of life 
—that golden key which unlocks the 
mysteries of Self, that golden key 
which all too often becomes a cross 
for the crucifixion of the illuminated. 
And yet those who have this golden 
key smile at death, laugh at torture, 
and retiring into the sanctuary of 
themselves, are sufficient for all their 
needs! This great and mysterious 
power, this power of divinely revealed 
truth, is what man gained when he 
was accepted into the House of the 
Hidden Places (the Great Pyramid 
of the Mysteries.)”—page 123. 





NUGGETS OF GOLD 


There is one division of Buddhism 
which is called the sect of Dhyana, or 
the Order of Silent Instruction. The 
tale of its origin is interesting: Once, 
when Gautama Buddha was discours- 
ing to his disciples as they were 
gathered around him, one approached 
him bearing a golden lotus flower and, 
bowing low, placed it in his hands 
asking the Illuminated One to preach 
of Dharma, or the Good Law. It is 
said that then all the disciples 
gathered still closer, and even the 
saints in heaven bent forward at- 
tentively, to listen to words that 
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would be those of priceless wisdom. 
But the Buddha remained silent with 
gaze fixed on the lotus flower. 

After several moments he turned 
to an aged and venerable disciple and 
with a radiant smile said to him that 
he alone of all those present had 
perceived the mystery and was 
enlightened by it, and that to him he 
would transmit the whole treasury of 
Dharma. 

That disciple became the first 
patriarch of Dhyana, or the science 
of enlightened meditation, and from 


him the Dharma has descended from 


sage to sage along an unbroken line 
of meditating masters, who have 
refused to be turned aside by word or 


symbol, but have preserved through- 


out the centuries the true spirit of 
the Great Instruction, each master 
communicating the law and revealing 
the mystical doctrine to his successor 
in the stillness of meditation. 

The Twenty-eighth Patriarch was, 
by name, Bodhidharma and he it was 
who brought Dhyana to China, from 
whence, according to tradition, it 
reached Japan in the seventh century, 
when it was known as Zen. 

Now the meaning of the word 
“Zen” cannot be understood even by 
those possessed of wisdom, as_ it 
implies a mystery which can only be 
revealed to those who have achieved 
it. “To the exoteric, the term must 
always remain simply a word convey. 
ing the thought of the discovery of 
Self and the contemplation of that 
Reality which is the foundation of 
every illusionary nature. Men do 
not study “Zen. They achieve it 
through the actual process of be- 
coming it. It is not taught as we 
understand teaching, but is communi- 
cated as a state from those who 
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possess it to those who are capable , esoteric by its own nature, it is in- 
of receiving it. Zen is a meditation | capable of being expressed. As Lao 
for the becoming of Self.” Tze expresses it at the beginning of 
Pondering deeply on these last the “Tao Teh King:” ‘The Tao which 
words (especially those Masons who}can be expressed is not the unchang- 
are trying to find the ‘mystery’ of ;ing Tao; the Name which can _ be 
Masonry), let us turn aside to a|named is not the unchanging Name.” 
recent bock, “The Conquest of| Let us ponder all this deeply. Let 
Illusion”, by J.J. Van der Leeuw and jus study these distinctions as to terms 
make quotation from it: over and over again. Take _ these 
“Esoteric and Exoteric. The real-|truths into our meditations. They 
ization of the Absolute, of living the| give us more light. We will think 
intellect. In that sense it is ‘esoteric’| anew over the ‘secrets’ versus. the 
as compared to teaching which can |‘mystery’ of Masonry; over the ‘lost’ 
be intellectually explained and which| word versus its ‘substitute’; less of 
consequently is ‘exoteric.’ The term|the knowledge and degrees of Ma- 
esoteric knowledge or esoteric teach-|sonry than of becoming a Mason by 
ing is often used for a body of in- the Light of IUlumination. When we 
formation in the hands of some select ;communicate our ‘secrets’ to another, 
group of students who know this|let us hope our outer action may 
teaching and for some reason or other | serve, as did the lotus flower put into 
do not consider it right to make it/the hands of the ancient Tathagata, 
public. Such teaching is secret,)/as an opportunity for some _ inner 
since it is kept only fcr the few, but |incommunicable enlightenment of 
it is not esoteric in the true sense|mystery. Let us orient our thoughts 
of the word. True esoteric knowledge | better to Reality. Let us discipline 
is not knowledge which we for some/our lips to use less loosely these 
good reason refuse tu make public, | truth-terms. 
but rather knowledge which no one| To return to our. story: The 
ean make public, since it cannot be) picture of Bodhidharma given us by 
expressed, since there is no language | Manly Hall in “The Phoenix” is a 
to explain it. grotesque one, our understanding such 
“Thus esoteric knowledge is anja personality an impossibility. Per- 
experience which must remain for|haps most remarkable among all the 
him alone who has it, since it cannot striking incidents of his lite is this, 
be communicated, and exoteric know-' that he sat in meditation, for nine 
ledge is that which can be communi-| years, in a small courtyard of a 
cated, though we may decide that it| monastery, with his face turned to- 
is not desirable to do so. In that|ward a blank wall, seated in one 
last case our esoteric knowledge is| position so long that spiders spun 
at the same time secret or hidden|their webs all around him, rats made 
knowledge, and at some future time|nests in the folds of his cloak, and 
we may decide to publish it and make | his legs withered away from disuse. 
it available for all. Do not miss reading the chapter in 
“But real esoteric knowledge can| “The Phoenix” which portrays Bod- 
never be made exoteric; since it is|hidharma to us in words and_ in 
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pictures, but we must pass all this 
by to come to our nugget of gold, 
spoken of in our review of the book, 
to be found on page 22. Here it is: 

“When, after a long and intense 
life, the time came for Bodhidharma 
to depart into the Law, we discover 
him the same fierce-appearing but 
mysterious old man, still huddled in 
his voluminous cloak and surrounded 
by the monks and nuns which he had 
converted to Dhyana—the doctrine of 
meditation. With his great rumbling 
voice he speaks thus: ‘And now the 
time of my departure is at hand. 
Say unto me one and all how do you 
understand the Law.’ Then reverent- 
ly the assembled brethren spoke, 
each in turn summarizing what he 
had gained from the teachings. One 
disciple, Tao Fu. answered: ‘To me 
it seems that the Law does not le in 
the letters nor yet is it separated 
from the letter—but it works.’ Bod- 
hidharma nodded gravely and replied: 
‘By your realization you have _ ob- 
tained my skin.’ 

“Then a nun, Tsung Chi, spoke up, 
saying: ‘As Ananda, the _ beloved 
disciple of the Buddha, achieved the 
firmness of thought but once or 
twice, so I understand the Law’. 
Bodhidharma nodded slowly as though 
pondering the words and then replied: 
‘And by your realization you nave 
attained to my flesh.’ 

“Another to speak was Tao Yuh, a 
great student. His words were thus: 
‘The four elements were unreal from 


the first. Nor are form, perception, 
consciousness, action, or knowledge 
really existent. All is emptiness 
according to my view.’ Again Bod- 
hidharma inclined his massive 
shoulders, mumbling in his cloak: 
‘By your realization you have 


acquired my bones.’ 

“The last to be called upon for his 
understanding of the Law was Hwui 
Ko, who after making a most polite 
obeisance, sat at a little distance and, 
assuming the position of meditation, 
gazed silently at Bodhidharma for 
several minutes. The aged patriarch 
was very still also and then leaning 
forward he whispered: ‘By your 
realization you have in silence at- 
tained to my marrow.’ 

“Bodhidharma then took the great 
green cloak of Zen and spread it over 
Hwui Ko’s shoulders, proclaiming him 
the next patriarch of Zen and pouring 
into the vessel of his soul as into a 
new pitcher the everlasting waters 
of the Law.” 

Here is our nugget of 
gold. Let us dig it out. 

Masonry tells us of two deaths, the 
physiological and the philosophical. 
The death process of the one parallels 
that of the other. 

Skin, flesh, bones marrow : 
actualities of the outer self and mark- 
ing the successive processes of bodily 
dissolution; symbols of the inner self 
and marking the orderly casting-off 
of the soul’s temporary vestures in 
the philosophical death. So we find 
this death-scene of the patriarch of 
Zen of the seventh century a proto- 
type and analogue, paradigm and 
pattern of the dramatic representa- 
tion at the grave of the Master of 
Masonry of the twentieth century. 

Man is a complex being and the 
Divine Spark (which he is) is en- 
cased in many shells, garments, or 
vestures. The grossest of these is 
the physical body, or ‘corpus’. This 


symbolic 


is discarded at death and no longer 
is a response made through it to 
physical phenomena, but there is 
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Bones represent the inner of the 
three bodies, or the mental, and from 
their marrow can the indestructible 
life escape and be raised, by a peculiar 
method, to Free Spirit. 

Turning to a consideration of philo- 
sophical death: 

What, in that, does skin stand for? 
For our senses, sense perception, and 
sensorial reactions. To the disciple 
who grasped little more than the 
outer letter of the Law, Bodhidharma 
hatte his skin. That disciple had 
experienced only the outer rind of 


revealed an astral (emotional) body 
as now his outer garment. This is 
still material, but of a more refined 
subtler matter than the physical. It 
is the ‘golden bowl’ named in_ the 
chapter in Ecclesiastes, as the pitcher 
is the physical. When, in the course 
of time, the silver thread (cable-tow) 
is loosed and the golden bowl in its 
turn is broken there comes the second 
stage of dissolution. The Divine 
Spark is drawn out, departs from 
that astral form, which then disinte- 
grates, as did the physical before it. 
With its dissolution, the spirit has, as | truth. 

its outer vesture, a body of thought- What does flesh stand for? For 
substance, and through it lives in and) desire to know, while at the same 
experiences the mental plane. This) time the unstable fluctuations of emo- 
body is still material as the other|tion defeated its steady accomplish- 
two, though still more rarified. To,;ment. To the disciple who desired 
distinguish the densities of these;greatly and loved much, Bodhid- 
three substances of form, the terms|harma gave his’ flesh. (That 
solid, liquid, gaseous, or earth, water, | disciple we note was a “nun”, not a 
air, measure their relativity. Or an/| “monk”. Rightly.) 





outer, a middle and an inner body. What do bones stand for? For 
Yet the Divine spark (which fire/ intellect, reason, logic, argument, 
man is) is yet encased in form or| didactics. Surely these mental 


body and he has still to pass from |faculties are*the very bones of philo- 
that state to one where spirit (life) |sophy,—yet are no more philosophy 
is ‘free’ and form is wholly left be-| than is the skeleton of a man the man 
hind. This marks a further and final| himself. It is possible, with infalli- 
stage of dissolution. ble logic, to build up an intellectual 
Death then is the shedding of three | structure that has the appearance of 
substance-vestures and the gaining|a philosophy of life, but it is in reality 
of a free-from-form spiritual state. |a phantasm of death. A true philo- 
Death is dissolution — through! sophy of life is not merely intellect- 
‘rottenness’—which severs the hold} ual;it has become experience of living 
of the lower vehicles one to another|truth. To the disciple who grasped 
and to the Divine Spark. Skin, or|the Law in its unreality and empti- 
the outer vesture, represents the|ness of intellect only, to that disciple 
physical which slips away from the| Bodhidharma gave his bones. 
astral as skin slips from the flesh. For whut does marrow stand? 
Flesh represents the middle body, or! For a faculty which functions in 
the astral, which in turn separates| another direction; which is beyond 
and parts from the mental, as the|;form, yet deepest imprisoned within 
flesh by decay ‘cleaves from bones’.|form; knowing by being; realization 





of the Real. Without the use of that 
faculty, intuition—and it is only 
beginnine to be born in humanity— 
the world of the Real cannot’ be 
known. The intuition is certain, 
immediate, creative, progressive. It 
combines in itself the directness and 
unconscious knowledge of the instinct 
and the conscious knowledge of the 
intellect. The intuition, knowing 
truth in the world of the Real, is the 
true (and highest) organ of philo- 
sophy. Without its creative light, 
the intellect would be but sterile 
technique of doctrine, creed, opinion, 
as bones without marrow are dry and 
lifeless. So the disciple who got his 
realization through listening in medi- 
tation to the Voice of the Silence, 
and ‘becoming’ without ‘expounding’ 
the Law—-his was the greatest reali- 
zation of all, and so to him Bodhid- 
harma gave his marrow. 

Notice that Bodhidharma  ‘whis- 
pered’ what he had to say to that 
disciple. Notice that we whisper a 
certain significant word into the ear 
of the risen initiate. Meaning that 
that was a precaution for guarding 
one of our secrets? Not at all, but 
rather to him that hath an ear let 
him hear what the Spirit says. That 
_ “ear” symbolizes the inner organ of 
hearing, the faculty of intuition. 

Never let the whisper of that word 
in your lodge pass you by again 
without it deeply impressing you— 
both in it being whispered and the 
meaning of the word as symbol. If 
we turn to Mackey’s Encyclopedia, 
we will find this surprise: 

“Marrow in the Bone. An absurd 
corruption of a Jewish word, and 
still more said to be its translation. 
It has no appropriate signification ir 
the place to which it is applied, but 
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once religiously believed in by many 
Masons, who, being ignorant of the 
Hebrew language, accepted it as gu 
true interpretation. It is now uni- 
versally rejected by the _ intelligent 
portion of the Craft.” 

After reading that, what shall we 
say! To any Co-Masonic reader, we 
express the hope that you are not one 
of that “intelligent portion of the 
Craft” named above. 

Mackey tells us that “slip” is a 
technical expression in American 
Masonry of very recent origin, and 
that “both the action and the word 
most probably sprang up, with a 
few other innovations intended as 
especial methods of precaution, about 
the time of the anti-Masonic excite- 
ment.” It is easy to go a bit back 
of this in time, or aside from it as 
locality, and find the Masonic drama 
staging in turn the symbols — skir, 
flesh, bones, marrow, as_ definitely 
and orderly as in the death-scene of 
Bodhidharma. 

The twelvth chapter of Ecclesiastes 
is most appropriately used as Script- 
ure reading in the Third Degree. It 
is a most fitting introduction to that 
degree’s sublime ceremony. Let us 
have before us Verses 6 and 7: 

“Or ever the silver cord be loosed, 
or the golden bowl be broken, or the 
pitcher be broken at the fountain, or 
the wheel broken at the cistern. 

“Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was; and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it.” 

Referring again to Mackey’s 
Encyclopedia we find this explana- 
tion: “The silver cord is the spinal 
marrow; its loosening is the cessation 
of all nervous sensibility; the golden 
bowl is the brain, which is rendered 
unfit to perform its functions by the 








a 








= 


10 THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 





approach of death; the pitcher means 
the great vein which carries the 
blood to the right ventricle of the 
heart, here called the fountain; by 
the wheel is meant the great artery 
which receives the blood from the 
left ventricle of the heart, here 
designated as the cistern.” 

We ask vou to note in this writer’s 
interpretation that its area of appli- 
cation is restricted to the “body” of 
man—and to that alone. The 
beautiful metaphors could be as 
truthfully and educationally applied 
to the area of the soul and its organic 
parts. 

Try to chart this on the abstract 
diagram we have been applying and 
it all falls into line accurately. 

We do not feel quite content to 
close this article without one more 
word as to Bodhidharma: 

“Three years after his death a 
strange story began to be circulated 
concerning Bodhidharma. Some 
peasants from the hill country had 
seen the fierce-looking philosopher 
plodding on his way amid the western 
mountains of China, his face resolute- 
ly turned towards India. He was 
barefooted, but for some inexplicable 
reason was carrying one shoe in his 
hand. The number of persons report- 
ing this circumstance so greatly in- 


creased that the story caused such 


consternation that it came to the 
attention of the Emperor of China, 
who, to settle the matter, caused the 
tomb of Bodhidharma to be opened. 
To the amazement of everyone, the 
erave was empty except for one 
shoe, the mate to the slipper that 
Bodhidharma had carried away. On 
the strength of this story it has been 
affirmed that the great Zen monk 


T_T 





completed his labors in China, 
employed the subterfuge of death as 
a convenient method of disappearing.” 
(“The Phoenix”, page 22.) 

Neither barefoot, nor shod. 


MASONIC NEWS 


A number of French Masons desir- 
ous of active work in favor or inter- 
national peace have formed — an 
organization under the name of 
“Mundia” to carry on their work. 
None but regular Masons are ad- 
mitted to membership. 

Lodge No. 155, Tolevance Cordia- 
lite, Or.’. of Lyon, working under the 
Grand Lodge of France, considering 
that Masonry, a universal organiza- 
tion appealing to the free conscience 
of all Nations, cannot impose on its 
members any special line of conduct 
toward the State in case of war 
without violating its own principles 
of tolerance, and considering also that 
the General Assembly of 1928 accepted 
the principle of conscientious  ob- 
jection, adopted at its meeting of 
January 13, 1932, a resolution calling 
upon the Grand Lodge to replace the 
section in the Declaration of Principles 
eoncerning duties toward Country, by 
the following extract from the Ander- . 
sonian Constitutions: 

“A Freemason is always a peace- 
able subject respectful of civil author- 
ity wherever he resides or works.” 


TIE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Lodges 503, Bridgeport, Ohio, has 
voted in favor of holding the General 
Assembly in Larkspur. Lodge 364, 
Minneapolis, Minn., voted in favor 
of Chicago. Hollywood Lodge No. 
528 unanimously voted in favor of 


never really died, at all, but having] Chicago. 
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“Labor pleads for legal 


beer’’,{his starving family. He added that 


reads a headline in a daily paper.|the eighth commandment “Thou Shalt 


Probably it wants to forget how 
dumb it is. It is hard to understand 
the mentality of so-called labor 
leaders (?) who clamor for beer 
while millions depend on charity for 
a little bread. If, in the days of 
legal beer, the laboring men _ had 
used their brains more, and the stuff 
dished over a bar less, there would 
not be today so many starving for 
the insane reason that we have pro- 
duced too much. 


The present abnormal situation— 
starvation because we have too much 
of all the necessities of life—seems 
at least to have awakened a _ good 
number of ministers of various de- 
nominations either to its injustice or 
to its political possibilities. 

A minister in Buffalo has _ been 
denied radio privilege because oi his 
denunciation of the present system. 
A Mount Lebanon, Pa., Baptist 
minister, recently denounced the 
police for being too proud and too 
quick with their guns, recalling the 
recent shooting of a man in New 
York for stealing a can of sardines, 
and wounding a Coraopolis man who 
was fleeing with a loaf of bread for 


Not Steal” was never meant to ap- 
ply to a hungry man. 

A good number of Catholic priests, 
prominent among them Rev Cox, of 
Pittsburgh, have become very bitter 
in their denunciation of the present 
regime and active in their work for 
the unemployed. As they offer no 
real remedy for the situation they 
condemn they may be _ interested 
principally in making possible the 
election of a catholic President. 

Over 400 ministers meeting in 
Cleveland recently adopted a most — 
sweeping program of social reform 
after bitter opposition by the older 
men. They condemned war and 
favored a cooperative economic sys- 
tem in place of the present individual- 
ist system. 


We have just read “introduction 
to Freemasonry” by Carl H. Claudy. 
A most interesting and _ instructive 
book. It should be read by every 
newly made Mason. As the book is 
available in a three parts edition, 
Lodges should have this on hand for 
the new brothers as they advance. 

We cannot, however, understand 
how the author of such worthy book 








ie 
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could lower himself to sully one of 
its pages with untruthful statements 
about the Grand Orient~ of France 
especially that there was no real oc- 
casion to mention this Grand Orient 
in the book. How easily he seems to 
have forgotten that wonderful charity 
he had written about earlier in the 
book. 


CO-MASONIC NEWS 


Los Angeles, Calif. 

Helios Lodge, No. 360, has had a 
very harmonious year and, as _ our 
receipts have been slightly greater 
than our expenses, we can also say 
a prosperous one. The BB. have 
cooperated with the R. W. M. in the 
best possible manner. 

Interesting and instructive papers 
have been read and _ discussed at 
nearly all the regular meetings. 

A Lodge of Remembrance was 
held jointly with Hollywood Lodge in 
Helios’ Lodge room on October 24th. 
The ceremony was beautifully per- 
formed and appropriate talks on the 
required subjects were given. 

There were 19 regular and two 
special meetings during the year, six 
weeks being allowed for the summer 
vacation. he special meetings were 
held for the purpose of conducting 
the funeral services for our departed 
BB. Zuber and Shepardson. These 
services were dignified and most im- 
pressive.” 

The above is taken from the 
Orator’s report for 1931. It is most 
encouraging in every way. 


VY. ill. Bro. Swain, Deputy for 
Southern California and R. W. Bre. 
Maude G. Passmore paid an official 


16th and 17 of December, 1931. 


At the last meeting of Progress 
Lodge No. 548, Chicago, MIll., Jast 
January, the members elected to 
honorary membership Ill. BB. P. 
Castelli and Ila Fain in consideration 
of the splendid work they have been 
doing continually for the material 


land spiritual advancement of the 


Lodge. 


; GEORGE WASHINGTON 
(Continued) 

We next hear of Washington’s 
official connection in the year 1788. 
Lodge No. 39, at Alexandria, which 
had hitherto been working under the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, in 
1788 transferred its allegiance tw 
Virginia. On May 29 of that year 
the Lodge proceeded to the appoint- 
ment of Master and Deputy Master 
to be recommended to the Grand 
Lodge of Virginia, when Georges 
Washington, Esq., was unanimously 
chosen Master; Robert McCrea, 
Deputy Master: Wm. Hunter, Jr., S. 
W.; John Allison, J. W. 

It was also ordered that a Com- 
mittee should wait on General 
Washington “and inquire of him 
whether it will be agreeable to him 
to be named in the Charter’. What 
was the result of that interview. we 
do not nositively know. But it is to 
be presumed that the reply of Wash- 
ington was a favorable one, for the 
application for the Charter contained 
his name, which would have hardly 
been inserted if it had been repugnant 
to his wishes. And the Charter or 
Warrant under which the Lodge is 
still working is granted to Washing- 


visit to our San Diego Lodge the’ton as Master. The appointing clause 
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is in the following words: 

“Know ye that we, Edmund Ran- 
dolph, Esquire, Governor of the 
Commonwealth aforesaid, the Grand 
Master of the Most Ancient and 
Honorable society of Freemasons 
within the same, by and with consent 
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, do 
hereby constitute and appoint our 
illustrious and well beloved brother, 
George Washington, Esquire, late 
General and Commander-in-Chief of 
the forces of the United States of 
America, and our worthy brethren 
Robert McCrea, William Hunter, Jr., 
and John Allison, Esq., together with 
such other brethren as may be ad- 
mitted to associate with them, to be | 
“Just true and regular Lodge of 
Freemasons, by the name, title and 
designation of the Alexandria Lodge 
No. 22.” In 1805, the Lodge which 
is still in existence was permitted by 
the Grand Lodge to change its name 
to that of “Washington-Alexandria”, 
in honor of its first Master. 

The evidence then is clear’ that 
Washington was the Master of a 
Lodge. Whether he ever assumed 
the duties of the office, and, if he 
assumed how he discharged them, we 
know only from the testimony of 
Timothy Bigelow, who in a Eulogy 
delivered before the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts two months _ after 
Washington’s death, and eleven after 
his appointment as Master made the 
following statement: 

“The information received from our 
brethren who had the happiness to be 
members of the Lodge over which he 
presided for many years, and of which 
he died the Master, furnished abund- 
ant proof of his preserving zeal for 
the prosperity of the Institution. 
Constant and punctual in his at- 


tendance, scrupulous in his observ- 
ance of the regulations of the Lodge. 
and solicitious, at all times, to com- 
municate light and instruction, he 
discharged the duties of the chair 
with uncommon dignity and _ intelli- 
gence in all the mysteries of our 
art.” 

There is also a very strong pre- 
sumption that Washington accepted 
and discharged the duties of the 
Chair to the satisfaction of the Lodge. 
At the first election after the Charter 
had been issued, he was elected or 
we should say reelected, Master. The 
record of the Lodge, under the date 
of December 20, 1788, is as follows: 

“His Excellency, General Washing- 
ton, unanimously elected Master; 


‘Robert MeCrea, S. W.; Wm. Hunter, 


Jr., J. W.; Wm. Hodgson, Treas.; Jos 
Greenway, Sec.; Dr. Fred’k Span- 
beigen, 8S. D.; George Richards, J. D.. 
The subordinate officers had under- 
gone a change: McCrea who had 
been named in the petition as Deputy 
Master, an officer not recognized in 
this country, was made 8S. W.. Wm. 
Hunter, Jr.. who had been nominated 
as S. W. was made J. W. and the 
original J. W. John Allison, was 
dropped. But there was no change 
in the office of Master. Washington 
was again elected. The Lodge would 
scarcely have been so persistent with- 
out his consent; and if his consent 
was given, we know from his 
character that he would seek to dis- 
charge the duties of his office to his 
best abilities. This circumstance 
gives, if it be needed, strong confir- 
mation to the statement of Bigelow. 

But incidents like these are not all 
that are left to us to exhibit the at- 
tachment of Washington to Masonry. 
On repeated occasions he has an- 
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nounced in his letters and addresses 
to various Masonic bodies, his pro- 
found esteem for the character and 
his just appreciation of the principles 
of that Institution into which, at so 
early an age, he had been admitted. 
And during his long and _ laborious 
life no opportunity was presented of 
which he did not avail himself to 
evince his esteem for the Institution. 

Thus, in the year 1797, in reply to 
an affectionate address from the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, he 
says: “My attachment to the Society 
of which we are members will dispose 


me always to contribute my best 
endeavor to promote the honor and 
prosperity of the Craft. 

Five years before this letter was 
written he had in communication 
to the same body, expressed his 
opinion of the Masonic Institution as 
one whose liberal principles are 
founded on the immutable laws of 
“truth and justice” and whose “grand 
object is to promote the happiness 
of the human race.” 

In answer to an address from the 
Grand Lodge of South Carolina in 
1791, he says: “I recognize with 
pleasure my relation to the brethren 
of your Society” and “I shall be 
happy, on every occasion, to allude to 
the Masonic Institution as ‘an asso- 
ciation whose principles lead to purity 
of morals and are beneficial in ac- 
tion’.” 

In writing to the officers and mem- 
bers of King David’s Lodge at New- 
port, R. 1., in the same year he uses 
this language: “being persuaded that 
a just application of the principles, 
on which the Masonic Fraternity is 





founded, must be promotive of private 
virtue and public prosperity, I shall 
always be happy to advance the 
interests of the Society, and to be 
considered by them as a _ deserving 
brother.” 

And lastly, for I will not further 
extend these citations, in a letter ad- 
dressed in November, 1798, only 
thirteen months before his death, to 
the Grand Lodge of Maryland, he has 
made this explicit declaration of his 
opinion of the Institution: 

“So far as I am acquainted with 
the doctrines and principles of Free- 
masonry, I conceive them to be 
founded in benevolence and to be 
exercised only for the good of man- 
kind. I cannot, therefore, upon this 
ground, withdraw my _ approbation 
from it.” 

So much has been said upon the 
Masonic career and _ opinions of 
Washington, because American Ma- 
sons love to dwell on the fact the 
distinguished patriot, whose memory 
is so revered that his unostentatious 
grave on the banks of the Potomac 
has become the Mecca of America, 
was not only a brother of the Craft 
but was ever ready to express his 
good opinion of the society. They 
feel that under the panoply of his 
great name they may defy the 
malignant charges of their adversar- 
ies. They know that no better reply 
can be given to such charges than to 
say in the language of Clinton: 
“Washington would not have 
encouraged an Institution hostile to 
morality, religion, good order, and 
the public welfare.” 

Prepared by C. P., from 
from Vol. II of Mackey’s 
Encyclopedia of Free- 
masonry. 


THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 


REVIEWS 
Masonic Digest for December, 1931. 


Among the Editorials by Reynold 
EK. Blight is the following: 


Masonic Education Again. 

The suggestion of the M.W.G.M. 
Brother Robert E. Gaylord, that 
possibly the best results in Masonic 
education may be obtained by leaving 
the whole matter in the hands of the 
individual lodges is worthy of very 
serious consideratien. 

Lodges differ fundamentaly in their 
personnei, leadership and spirit, 
dependent altogether upon the make- 
up of the membership. A program 
equally available and useful to all 
lodges simply cannot be made. The 
educational activity of a lodge com- 
posed of professional men wiil be 
entirely different from that of a lodge 
made up of agricultural workers or 


mechanics. The best that any 
central committee can do is to en- 
courage lodges to formulate their 


own educational endeavors and render 
them such assistance as they may call 
for. 

Three things are self-evident. The 
young Mason has a right to demand 
instruction in the meanings of the 
ritual and teachings of the Order. 
The older Mason, of a curious and 
enquiring mind, should have oppor- 


tunity to satisfy his desire for 
knowledge. We can hope to _ hold 
the active allegiance of intelligent 


members by an appeal to their reason 
and intelligence. These must be the 
objectives of Masonic education. 


January Masonic Digest—1932. 


The January Digest quotes’ the 
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following from the London Freema- 
son. 


Hold Fast. 

Now, when all the world is wrestl- 
ing with problems of an unparalled 
economic depression, men’s thoughts 
are turning more and more to spirit- 
ual things. It is at such times as 
these, when distress and tribulations 
seem to dominate the lives of men 
and women, that the mettle of Free- 
masons is proved. It is a time to 
think of essential things. Far from 
being depressed under such _ condi- 
tions, Masons should practice more 
fully the Masonic life, seeking always 
to lend, so far as possible, the utmost 
help and assistance to those less 
fortunate, setting an example to the 
rest of the world and exemplifying 
the fact that, while there may be 
reasons for depression in the materia! 
thines of life, the power of the Ma- 
sonic spirit is such that it is a source 
of sustaining strength to all those 
who need come within the compass 
of its circle. Hold fast! 


Masonic Digest for February. 
FREEMASONS AS SPIRITUAL 
BUILDERS. 

By J. Hugo Tatsch, 32 Deg. 
The Great Mission of the Craft. 


What a panorama of our ancient 
and gentle Craft is unrolled as we 
contemplate the history of the Insti- 


tution! From the day whe the 
Great Architect of the Universe 
ereated the heaven and the _ earth, 


from the hour when God first said 
“Fiat lux’’!—the Builders of all times 
and nations have been ceaselessly at 
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work, down to the present moment. | 


From the Ganges to the Nile, from 
the luxuriant growths of the tropics 
to the barren ends of the earth, ten 
have been building—building-—buiid- 
ing. 

The tradition of these universal 








the forbidding forests and _ barren 
wilds to serve those yet in darkness. 

And so it will always be. The 
Spirit of Freemasonry makes _ no 
distinction among those whom it 
serves. Sect, creed, cast or color are 
no bar to its ministrations. 


builders have been inseparably woven | Acknowledging the universal Father- 
into the fabric uf Freemasonry.|hood of God, it recognizes the 


The prototype of Freemasonry, that 
Temple made without the sound of 
axe, hammer or any tool of iron, 
has been celebrated in Masonic song 
and story from the earliest times. 
With the Legend of the Builder and 
the Story of the Temple as a common 
heritage of the Craft, we find the 
threads of our Institution reaching 
out to the corners of the earth, for 
everywhere Freemasony has left its 
influence. 

Coming down through the centur- 
ies, we behold the gradual change 
from the operative art to the specu- 
lative philosophy of the Institution 
as we know it today. The names of 
the ancient builders have been for- 
gotten; but their works survive. No 
longer do the Craftsnien assemble in 
the huts beneath the towering walls 
of the cathedrals; they now fore- 
gather in the inns and taverns of 
eighteenth century Europe. Modest 
in number, they soon gather in 
strength; halls and temples are built 
as the years go on _ unceasingly. 
Superstition, bigotry and fanaticism 
do not stifle their efforts; hatred and 
vindictive persecution fail to halt the 
progress of the Fraternity. Like a 
majestic river, irresistibly flowing 
through the ages, the Craft today 
has extended its influence through 
every part of the world, and its vast- 
nesses are traveled by the Sons of 
Light as they brave the dangers of 


Brotherhood of Man. These are the 
foundation stones upon which it 
establishes its labors. Upon them it 
perpetually erects a Temple of 
Humanity; in its protecting walls all 
mankind may find shelter, warmth 
and spiritual sustenance. For such 
is the work of the Craft; always will 
they be found  building—building— 
building. 
Annie B. Jenkins. 


SCOTTISH RITE CONSTITUTIONS 


Co-Masons may be interested in 
knowing that the famous constitu- 
tions of 1762 and 1786, referred to in 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite, are generally recognized by the 
Supreme Councils of the Northern 
and Southern Jurisdictions of the 
United States of America and those 
Supreme Councils of the world with 
whom they are in fraternal corre- 
spondence, many of which trace their 
origin, directly or indirectly, to these 
two bodies, but there are a consider- 
able number of Masonic scholars in 
the United States that repudiate the 
authenticity of the so-called constitu- 
tions of 1786, purporting to have 
been issued by Frederick the Great of 
Prussia, and believe same to nave 
been a “pious fabrication,” gotten up 
in Charleston at the time the Charles- 
ton Council was organized, in 1801, 
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to account for its authority. 

This was the original opinion of 
Albert Pike. See his oration before 
the Grand Lodge of Louisiana on the 
subject in 1858. There is no question 
but that on the 21st of September, 
1762, nine Commissioners from the 
Council of Emperors of the East and 
West at Paris, and from the Council 
of Princes of the Royal Secret, at 
Bordeaux, met at the latter place and 
settled a regulation of the Masonry 
of Perfection in thirty-five articles. 
Those constitutions still exist in the 
original, but there is no Ms. of the 
Consts. of 1786 known in the Original 
and no reccrd of the aileged constitu- 
tion of 1786 having been printed or 
translated before 1834, and even to- 
day the Northern and Southern juris- 
dictions cannot agree in their versions 
of the constitutions to which they 
claim adherence, one using an alleged- 
ly Latin translation and the other a 
French translation. 

European scholars in general scoff 
at the idea that Frederick had any- 
thing to do with these constitutions 
as at the date attributed to him he 
was in practically a dying condition, 
and besides, as is well and historical- 
ly known, the “Hauts Grades” were 
not favorably regarded by him, and 
it would be passing strange if the 
first Supreme Council organized under 
a charter from Frederick in 1786 
should have been transmitted to a 
country village in far away America. 
It first made its miraculous appear- 
ance in 1801, fifteen years later. 

The general position taken now by 
the champions of the constitutions 
of 1786 is that tne great body of 
Scottish Rite Masons through the 


Ss 
See 








world have sworn allegiance to _ it, 
irrespective of what its origin may be, 
and that therefore it is accepted. 
You know, Ragon, the French 
writer, says that Ancient and Accepted 
Seottish Rite is, in its title, the Grand 
Masonic Lie, as it is not Ancient, not 
Accepted, and not Scottish. Never- 
theless, it is today one of the most 
popular of the Masonic Rites. 
A Scottish Rite Mason. 


THE VIRTUE OF SILENCE 


To the average non-Mason, the 
atmosphere of secrecy that surrounds 


the craft probably constitutes its 
predominant and most striking’ 
characteristic. This impression, as 


every Freemason knows, is but con- 
fined and strengthened on Initiation, 
and in every subsequent degree and 
in a manner forcible to render it al- 
most impossible for anyone who has 
been thru these ceremonies ever to 
lose sight of his duty of Masonic 
silence. 

Among Masons, there must be 
many who at first, and perhaps for 
a long time after they have joined the 
institution, question the necessity for 
such strict secrecy, and the more 
thoughtful may puzzle themselves to 
know what is the practical value of 
the silence they are enjoined to ob- 
serve. Turning over in their minds 
the nature of the “secrets” which are 


to be so jealously guarded, it is 
dificult to resist the inclination to 
smile incredulously at the idea of 


attaching such importance to a few 
Sass Wiss and -T...¢ which, “one 
might think, could without any 
serious injury to anyone be published 
in any newspaper. It is, of course 
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fairly obvious that a secret sign may 
be convenient in order that lk reema- 
sons may recognize one another, but 
such a consideration would scarcely 
seem to necessitate or justify the 
somewhat strenuous precautions taken 
by Freemasons to guard their secret 
signs and passwords. 

Clearly there is a matter here for 
deep thought and there are two 
aspects that present themselves, that 
of Secrecy and that of Silence. 
Secrecy is exoteric and Silence is 
Esoteric. Relatively, Secrecy is a 
worldly expedient, the desirability of 
which is easy to defend. Silence, on 
the other hand, is essentially spiritual 
and has no concern with worldly ex- 
pediency. 

We know until comparatively 
recently, in fact, original thought, 
scientific research, even learning and 
above all religious speculation were 
dangerous pursuits to follow, excent 
behind doors locked and barred. In 
addition to this form of mutual pro- 
tection, secrecy was also desirable in 
many trades and crafts in order to 
preserve receipts and formulae, and 
to protect the interests of genuine 
craftsmen. 

It is also true that proceedings of 
a purely Ritualistic nature should be 
protected from the possible sight of 
the profane lest in their ignorance 
they might be desecrated not under- 
standing the inner meaning of their 
spiritual significance. Secrecy fosters 
an atmosphere of mystery and that 
tends to quicken the religious sense 
in man and a feeling of reverence for 
the Masonic ritual. Then there 
this fact that Freemasons are able 
to recognize members of their great 
fraternity in any corner of the world, 
and thus are distinguishable from all 


is 
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other men, must surely appeal to 
everyone who has in his heart even a 
tiny speck of romance. A lesson of 
pre-eminent value, to be derived from 


the practice of secrecy, is that of 
control of the tongue. Certainly 
there are few to-day who can_ be 


trusted to keep a secret whether it 
be great or small. Freemasonry 
affords an excellent, tho perhaps 
elementary, discipline in guarding the 
tongue, a training which may some 
day stand us in good stead. If the 
Freemason acquired from the Craft 
nothing more than the ability to 
guard his tongue, and to have it under 
perfect control, then his time would 
have been well spent indeed: and 
while he may see no valid reason for 
hiding these secrets they make his 
training all the more necessary and 
effective, for one who cannot keep un- 
important secrets certainly cannot be 
trusted with greater mysteries. The 
Western world is beginning to learn 
that Freemasonry is closely allied to 
the real Mysteries, and in_ these 
Mysteries are the real secrets, which 
are keys of power and are communi- 
eated to Initiates. For a long time 
these have fallen out of men’s 
memories, but in the future, perhaps 
not so far distant, they will he 
restored and then genuine secrets of 
terrible and far reaching potency will 
be bestowed on the pure and worthy. 
For Freemasonry is magic—in the 
true sense of that much misunder- 
stood word—and magic of a high 
order, tho to-day the art is almost 
lost. When the moment for its 
restoration comes, secrecy, absolute 
secrecy, will be essential and _ the 
training we are now receiving in 
guarding our apparently harmless 
and innocuous secrets will in those 
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days stand us in good stead and make 


us worthy to be trusted to bear the 
beacon light of true knowledge with 
=a comes the power of spiritual 
“magic” for the enlightenment of 
men and the service of the world. 

The mystery and beauty of silence 
are manifold and precious. Out of 
the Silence we came and to it we 
shall in due time return. It is in the 
silence that we may pierce to the 
meaning of life’s mysteries, and it is 
in the lonely silence of our own 
hearts that come to us the great 
experiences of life and love. 

Before we can truly see or face 
life squarely and unflinchingly, we 
must have stilled the lower nature. 
It is only when noise and tumult of 
selfish passion, raging desire, con- 
suniing hatred and ill will are 
silenced and laid to rest that the 
voice of the inner Ruler, the Real 
Man hiinself, can make itself heard, 
can the Worshipful Master ruie his 
lodge. The Master of consciousness, 
the Ego can only transmit his com- 
mands when the jangle of mental and 
emotional conflict have ceased, then 
ean the lower nature “punctually 
obey” them. 

It is when the heart is silent that 
inspiration dawns and visions grow 
clear. In the silent watches of the 
night, in the stillness of the desert, 
on the lonely mountain top, in the 
hush of the forest, under the silvery 


canopy of the stars, passions lose 
their power, illumination floods the 
mind, the heart is filled, and _ the 
spirit takes wings and soars. to 
heaven. Thus and thus only can we 
obtain true peace. Silence is ever 
more eloquent than speech,’ the 


truest sympathy, the deepest under- 
standing, the greatest love, the most 


genuine affection, the noblest com- 


radship—ali these fond words halting 
and inadequate, but in the Silence are 
freely communicated. There is 
nothing more living or more infinitely 
flexible than silence. It is not a 
negation of sound for it is capable of 
giving expression to the utmost 
diversity of thought and feeling. 
Very often we use words as a veil 
thrown over our deeper meanings 
which we dare not commit to words, 
it is in times of silence and solitude 
that our true natures assert them- 
selves. The week and the impure, 
instinctively shun and dread solitude, 
they are afraid to be left alone with 
their own selves unable of themselves 
to keep in subjection their  baser 
natures, but the strong and the pure 
on the other hand, have no fear of 
the silence and solitude and they can 
draw nearer to the God within. A 
great test of greatness and inward 
strength would be to experience 
strength and profit from long periods 
of silence whether chosen deliberately 
or enforced by the desertion of friend 
and fellow. The weak and the strong 
and pure would grow in’ tempered 
strength and sweetness. Freema- 
sonry, therefore in its own peculiar 
way, symbolic and dramatic manner 
re-proclaims the old, old lesson that 
the Kingdom of Heaven is within and 
is the silence, is the 
If the Mason travel ever so 
or West he will never find 
of a M. M. until he 
within his own 


peace, 
far East 
WHO. Sa. 
returns to the C... 
heart. 

The Master Mason through silenc- 
ing the lower mind and in the center 


may thus find the G... S... but he 
must find them for himself, they 
cannot be given to him, even the 
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G... S... cannot be spoken aloud 


nor whispered but must be attained 
utterly alone and in the innermost 
Self, which is the Self of all beings. 
The inealenlable force of the human 
will—as yet so little recognized by 
the modern world—operates silently. 
To know is good: to dare is better: to 
be silent is best of all. Sounds have 
beginnings and are temporal but 
Silence never ceases and is eternal. 
The Salvation and the healing of men 
shall come from the power and music 
that comes from Silence, let us learn 
of its wisdom for it is an Occult law 
that excessive and needless speech 
dissipate power and when Jesus 
healed the sick man he said go away 
and tell no man. In the school of 
Pythagoras the probationers’ or 
akoustikoi or listeners served a period 
of absolute silence, how could a 
teacher teach those who know not 
how to be silent? As the light of a 
M. M. is but darkness made visible, 
so is sound or music made audible. 
Freemasonry is truly, therefore, a 
drama of silence, a symphony on the 
theme of silence. It calls men to 
leave the din and tumult of the 
world and withdraw to that silent 
center where sounds cannot penetrate 
and all is peace. The candidate is 
led from tumultuous sounds to Silence, 
at each stage of his progress, he is 
tested in silence, bound to silence and 
till at at last he suffers the ultimate 
penalty rather than be false to his 
trust. In the beginning was the 
WORD and what was there before 
the WORD? Silence. When the 
Lodge is closed the Word of GOD 
returns whence it came, the book is 
closed, darkness returns and silence 
resumes her reign and so the Mason 
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are given in a whisper. The/{ goes out into the world and takes up 


his work, carrying in his heart the 
one ineffable silence, in which all the 
changing phantasmagorias of life are 
but the fleeting interludes, for which 
all these are ended, when the labour 
of the quarries have ceased and the 
H... T... is builded, it will pass 
away into the eternal silence. 

On the C... in the silence of his 
own heart, the Mason will find the 
point within the circle where, as the 
Egyptian hymn expresses it, there 
dwells the ONE DARK TRUTH, 
THE HEART OF SILENCE, THE 
HIDDEN MYSTERY, THE INNER 
GOD SEATED IN THE SHRINE. 

Compiled by Anna M. 
Brinkly 18°, from The 
Magic of Freemasonry, 
by Major A. E. Powell. 

A friend is one who knows 

about you and still loves. you. 


all 


Fixample is the most powerful 


sermon of all. 


The best kind of pride is that which 
compels a man to do his best work 
even though no one is looking. 


If Nature had not made us a little 
frivolous we should be most wretched. 
It is because one can be frivolous that 
the majority do not hang themselves. 
It is sweet to be foolish on ocvasion. 
—Voltaire. 


Ideals are like stars. You will 
not succeed in touching them with 
your hands, but like the sea-faring 
man on the desert of waters, you 
choose them as your guide, and 
following them, you reach your 
destiny. 


LUDGE GOODS. 





When in need of Lodge material or 


regalia of any kind, send your orders 


to the American Federation of Human’ 


Rights, Box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. | 
Whatever we may hot have on gees 


we will order for you promptly. 





FORM OF BEQUEST. 


For the Benefit of the Co-Masonic 
Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise 
and bequeath to the Council of Ad- 


ministration of the American Feder- 
ation of Human Rights, a corporation | 


organized under the laws of. the 


District of Columbia, (describe gift 


or devise or both as the case may be) 
to be used for the support and main- 


tenance of the Home established in : 
Larkspur, Colo.,.in such manner as 


may be determined by said Council 


of Administration. 





_ WORSHIPFUL. MASTER'S | 7 
ASSISTANT. reac 
Specially prepared for the Lodges of 
the American Federation of Human 
Rights, ses ase Order of Co- 
Masonry. 
Have you a copy of Shite instructive 
little book? If not, order one at once. 


Price $1.00. Send order and money | 


to American Federation of Humar 
Rights, box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. 


SAMPLE COPIES. 

We have a good supply of back 
numbers of the American Co-Mason 
and we will gladly mail a bundle to 
any one wishing to use them for prop- 
aganda. 


DO YOU READ FRENCH? — 


Do not fail to order copies of “Le 
Manuel Interprétatif du Symbolisme 
du ler Degré” and “Le Manuel Inter- 
prétatif du 2e Degré” par la T. IIl. 
Ss. Gédalge. Prix, $1.00 chaque. 


Le Livre de l’Apprenti 
par Oswald Wirth 


Manuel d’instruction initiatique 4 
VYusage des fa Prix, $1.08. 


Le Livre du Compagnon 
par Oswald Wirth — 


Manuel d’instruction initiatique a 
Pusage des Compagnons. Prix $1.00. 
Le Livre du Maitre = 

par Oswald Wirth. 

Manuel d’instruction initiatique ti 
lusage des Maitres. Prix $1.00. 


“Histoire de la Franc-Maconnerie 
Francaise”, par Albert Lantoine, an 


-\interesting book of over 500 pages. 


Price, postpaid, $1.75. hes 





BOOKS. 





We have for sale the following! 
pamphlets: 


On Orientation, 10c. 
Greater and Lesser Lights, 10e. 
Pillars and Columns, 10c. | 
We will be glad to order for you 
any book you may wish to purchase. 





The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
under the Federal Laws of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, holds a regular 


Charter from the Supreme Council of — 
International Co-Masonry with head- | 


quarters in Paris, France. 


The Supreme Council has juris- 


diction over Co-Masonic ee in al) 


parts of the World. 





